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Dear ^arold: 


This is to acknowledge, belatedly I concede with some embarrassment, 
your various letters of February 7 and 11, 1984 and ^iarch 7 and 9, 1984 as 
well as the various newspaper clippings and copies of your correspondence 
re your FOIA requests and suit. This haa been an impossibly busy semester 
for me, complicated not only by ray efforts to obtain a contract for the 
Hoover biography but a host of speaking commitments on the 1984 theme. In 
consequence, I have an overwhelming backlog of correspondence to get to — 
and I hope to do so next month after the completion of the spring semester. 


and 


I have written your attorney Jim ^shar, responding to one of his letters 
^ intend to write to Alfred Bernstein. I had known that Frank Waldron 


intended to do a biography on Hoover, and had thought that ^elen Gandy would 
consenh to a series of interviews. I gather that this project was abandoned. 
If you have ^«^uin Shea’s address, I would appreciate receiving it as I would 
want to contact Shea as a xx)int of entree to .-aldron. From Shea, whom I had 
met when he was with Justice's FOIA-Priwfcy Appeals office, I had understood 
that Waldron s work would be cr:^tical — J must admit that I was surprised to 
have learned that^ given Waldron s close relationship with the Bureau and 
political conservatism. 


I have only begun to make contacts with individuals and organizations 
who^¥eceived their FBI files and make known my interest in any documents 
providing insigjits into Hoover as person and director. T should admit to 
being humbled by the magnitude of the research project 1 have initiated — 
and as well to the impossibility of conducting all the research which this 
project calls for, given the scope of the FBI’s investigative role and the 
direct interest which Hoover assumed. To the extent that a definitive biograxjhy 
can be written, I think I can meet that^^^st. B*** the end of the summer, I 
shall be in a better position to answer^ 

On the two matters which you raised — I aun willing to defray processing 
fees, to xerox the documents. Since I want to conserve my limited resources 
and have a large number of FOIA rec^uests pending, let me ask that you xerox 
only relevant documents. On Hoover s O&C File on King, I think that you might 
have the released documents. Ilie King File consists of wiretap and bugging 
request/authorization memos and as well copies of original reports — I assume 
that you have seejj^^ documents do not strike me as particularly 

reveiling, except "ooVer s interest in King’s activities. 


^s ever, 



